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May 2026—Panhandle Pelicans  



 

Our April meeting featured the award of two more Ray Flight Training 
Scholarships for 2026. Winners were McKenzie Peterson and June Moore. 
Please offer them your congratulations when you see them around. In the 
eight years this program has existed, Chapter 485 has now awarded a total of 
thirteen Ray Scholarships, at least one every year. Ten are now Private       
Pilots, with McKenzie and June in training. That is a lot of money and   
mentoring! In addition, thanks to a generous anonymous donor, we have 
awarded 6 more private pilot training scholarships, with 5 of them becoming 
private pilots and beyond. 

Our May 9th meeting schedule will be condensed, to allow a field trip to ST 
Engineering at Pensacola International Airport immediately afterward. 
VMC/IMC meeting will go 8:30-9:30am as normal, then membership    
meeting will start at 9:45am and wrap up NLT 10:30am. There will be no 
lunch served afterward. When we finish the membership meeting, all         
interested parties are invited to drive their cars to ST Engineering for a   
guided tour. We hope to start the one-hour tour by 11:15am. This heavy    
aircraft (757/767/777) maintenance facility is worth the trip! Our guide will 
be Kevin Kropp of the Pensacola State College A&P Mechanic Training  
Program. Please join us. Type “ST Engineering, 1 Merlion Way, Pensacola” 
into your Google Maps and it will take you there. 

Looking ahead, at our June meeting we hope to hear from member Roy 
Bentley about his C-17 combat flying experiences. 

For the July meeting, we just confirmed guest speaker Col. Joe Kinego, 
USAF (Ret). He works as a docent at the Naval Museum. He will recap his 
illustrious military flying career, including 148 combat missions in Vietnam 
in the RF-4C Phantom, and over 100 Cold War missions in the SR-71. 

Hope you join us for our May 9th meeting and/or field trip! 

Ralph 

 

 

PRESIDENT ’S NOTES  
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Bottom Line Up Front, my 750 project 

is complete; it’s ready for inspection 

and certification by an FAA Designated     

Airworthiness Representative 

(DAR).  There are several little things I 

still plan to do on the plane but by our 

May meeting I hope to be flying and 

working my way through the phase I 

test flights. 

 

While the preceding summary           

paragraph is simple enough, what is not 

detailed is the coordination and         

paperwork required with the FAA to get 

to that point.  A LOT has changed from 

the time I built my RV-6 project.          

Today, the FAA processes are largely done on-line but that should not to be confused as anything that is 

either more simply accomplished or more efficient.  Even my DAR has had challenges with the FAA        

on-line system and has gone to considerable extent to help me with it. OBTW, the FAA system is not user 

friendly with the Apple operating system. 

 

My point here is not to criticize the system but to encourage anyone taking on an aircraft building project to    

review the requirements early and get started with the paperwork and coordination much earlier than I 

did. Paul Mather, my DAR, told me a year ago at Sun-n-Fun that I was behind and he was right.  

I have checked and rechecked the aircraft a dozen times. The parameters for engine monitoring are set in 

the EMS and have been tested, fuel flow has been tested and exceeds 150% the full power requirement, the 

aircraft has been taxied and responds as it has been designed.  Paul has been extremely helpful with advice 

and we are waiting for the “system” to allow him to do the inspection. Things are coming together and soon 

I’m going to fly this puppy! I look forward to keeping you informed! 

 

Drano 

 

DRANO’S ZENITH 750 UPDATE... 

IS… (Drumroll, 

please...) 

COMPLETE!! 

One of my taxi sessions.  
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Jeppesen ForeFlight  

Introduces Emergency Glide Mode 

FLYING APRIL 21, 2026                    BY MEG GODLEWSKI 

 

When a pilot experiences an uncommanded loss of engine power in flight, the 

first step is to establish best glide airspeed, and the next is to find a place to land. 

Sometimes the latter can be a challenge if a pilot is flying over unfamiliar terrain. 

Now Jeppesen ForeFlight is taking the guesswork out of the “where will you go?” 
question through the creation of Emergency Glide Mode (EGM), which identifies 
the best place to land given the aircraft’s altitude, airspeed, and the winds. 

Pilots familiar with ForeFlight Glide Advisor know that it shows the glide range of the air-
craft in the event of a loss of engine power. Emergency Glide Mode takes the knowledge 
one step further. When activated, it depicts reachable airports and, if none are available, 
the best choices for a potential off-airport landing.  

https://www.jeppesenforeflight.com/


 

  Page 8                                                EAA Chapter 485 Monthly Newsletter                                     May 2026 

 

Nearby airports are listed based on factors including distance, runway length, current alti-

tude and heading, winds aloft, and real-time weather conditions. The EGM also indicates 

the expected altitude above ground level (agl) upon arriving at the selected airport, al-

lowing for better situational awareness. 

If there are no suitable airports within glide range, EGM instead highlights possible land-

ing areas. The company said this is done by using a sophisticated algorithm applied to 

U.S. Geological Survey data, providing the pilot with a high-resolution map of potential 

off-airport landing sites.  

 

The minimum length of a potential landing strip is 1,000 feet. The analysis includes the 

type of terrain, infrastructure (such as powerlines), distance from obstacles, surface grade, 

and tree canopy density. Sometimes in an emergency a “best bet” is all the pilot is going 

to get, then it comes down to picking terrain that provides the best possible outcome.  

With Emergency Glide Mode installed, when activated ForeFlight automatically configures 

best glide speed and ratio for many aircraft types. Users can customize it for their aircraft.  

Jeppesen ForeFlight’s Emergency Glide Mode gives pilots the ability to find the best places 

to land when the engine quits, eliminating the guesswork. [Credit: Jeppesen ForeFlight]  



 

Once Glide Advisor is enabled, Emergency Glide Mode can be activated in flight with a 

single tap. It also automatically enables situational awareness tools such as instrument 

panel, extended centerlines, and track vector if not already active. This enables pilots to 

establish a direct route to the landing site. 

“Emergency Glide Mode helps pilots who’ve lost all engine power quickly identify and 

prioritize the best available airports within gliding range based on their aircraft’s perfor-

mance,” said Cole Crawford, product manager at Jeppesen ForeFlight, in a news release. 

“When no airport is reachable, it points you in the most promising direction so you can 

get your eyes outside faster.” 
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Lily Bannon is our newest Ray Scholarship recipient 
to become a private pilot. She completed her check 
ride at PNS on April 23rd. 

2026 Ray Scholarship Program 

McKenzie Peterson and June Moore were approved 

by the EAA and were presented their “big check” at 

the April meeting. They will start their flight      

training at any moment. McKenzie has selected Pray 

Aviation in Milton for her training and June has   

selected Pensacola Air Flight School for her training. 

May 2026 Ray Aviation  

Scholarship Report 

Here's Lily s CFI Daniella Torres, DPE Dennis Sherwood, and    
Chapter President Ralph Moser with Lily . 

 

 
Secretary’s Notes 

April 11, 2026 

VMC: Bumpy Final 
IMC: Surprises at night 
 
General Meeting 
   Officer Reports 
       Oct. 3: CJFA YE Rally 
       Oct. 31: Fall YE Rally 
 
McKenzie Peterson and June Moore      
are the two winners of the 2026 Ray 
Scholarships! 
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MAY 2026 

EAA 485                                        EAA 1265 

EAA HDQTRS                              EAA 108  

EAA 416 

Interesting Links 

Making the First Airbus 220 Time Lapse 

Jetman Unleashed in Dubai 

Boeing 737 Time Lapse Build 

F-18 Low Level  

High Speed Carrier Maneuvering 

Miscellaneous 

1800wxbrief.com  

FAA Notams 

Barnstormers 

Skyvector.com Flight Planning, Charts 

AirNav.com  Airport info, Fuel Prices 

EAA and  Local Chapter Sites 

2026 Officers and Committee Chairmen 

 

President:                                               Ralph Moser  

 (847) 736-4603  

Vice President:                              Mark Rogers  

Tech Counselor/Flight Advisor: (251) 228-0356 

Secretary:                                 Jacob Abston   

          (251)424-5004 

Treasurer/Membership:     Kaydee MacDonald       

Ray Scholarship Coordinator:  Scott Swanson

        (309)-267-9710  

Young Eagles Coordinator:     Sean Londrigan  

         (217) 503-3534   

Webmaster:                            Doug Francisco 

Tech Counselor                         (850) 453-5501  

VMC Club /           Donna and DeWitt Barker 

IMC Club                 (850) 572-0288  

Newsletter Editor:            Courtney Wielander  

Tech Counselor   John McKiernan 

Flight Advisor                 (850) 291-4134 

Thatcher CX4 Build    Normally meetings will be held at Roscoe Field Airport 

(82J) (Uni 122.8) on the Second Saturday of each 

month at 10:00 AM unless otherwise posted. If flying 

in, check NAS Pensacola (KNPA) NOTAMS for possi-

ble TFRs and the Roscoe Field Airport website under 

the Arrivals tab for important arrival and departure 

information. 

Driving: From Hwy 98 turn south on Aileron       Avenue 

and enter at the main airport entrance. Turn right at the 

dumpsters and follow the single-lane paved road. Just 

short of the blue aircraft hangars, turn left. Our white 

clubhouse is at the end on the left. If the main airport en-

trance gate is locked,   continue south on Aileron     Ave-

nue to the end and turn left into the back gate. Open and 

close the gate behind you. Make a right once past the blue 

hangars. You’ll see our white clubhouse at the end on the 

left.  

For more info contact:  

Ralph Moser (847) 736-4603. 

http://eaa485.org
https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa1265
http://eaa.org
http://108.eaachapter.org/
https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa416
https://www.flixxy.com/timelapse-making-the-first-airbus-a220-for-air-canada.htm
https://youtu.be/nj-Iwv5NJKg
https://www.youtube.com/embed/SE71NJl-naY?autoplay=1
https://biggeekdad.com/2012/09/f-18-low-level-flying-vr-1251/
https://biggeekdad.com/2018/01/aircraft-carrier-conducting-evasive-action-maneuver/
https://www.1800wxbrief.com/Website/#!/
http://tfr.faa.gov/tfr2/list.html
http://www.barnstormers.com/
http://skyvector.com/
http://www.airnav.com/
mailto:randp@rmoser.net
mailto:marbren75@yahoo.com
mailto:jabston05@icloud.com
mailto:macdonaldkaydee@gmail.com
mailto:saswan48@gmail.com
mailto:%22Sean%20Londrigan%22%20%3csjrlon@hotmail.com%3e
mailto:eric.goldman22@gmail.com
mailto:WebMaster@EAA485.org
mailto:donnab@centurytel.net
mailto:amberwielander@gmail.com
mailto:rockyjs7jm@gmail.com
http://www.fergusonairport.com/
https://www.fly82j.com/
mailto:%22Ralph%20Moser%22%20%3crandp@rmoser.net%3e
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Chapter Meetings: 

Saturday,  May 9th, 2026 

8:30-9:30am, VMC/IMC Club Meeting.    

9:45-10:30am, General Membership      

Meeting:  

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 Guests 

 Officers Reports:  President,     

 Vice-President, Secretary,       

 Treasurer/Membership 

 Young Eagles—Sean Londrigan 

 Ray Scholarship—Scott Swanson 

 Member Build Projects Update 

 

10:30am—Cars Depart for Tour of ST 

ENGINEERING, Pensacola Airport 

11:15am-12:15pm—Tour led by Kevin 

Cropp, PSC A&P Program 

July 15-18, Pensacola Beach Air 

Show 

July 20-26, Air Venture, Oshkosh, 

WI (KOSH) 

Sept 16-20, National Championship 
Air Races, Roswell, NM (KROW) 

Oct 3 – CHAPPIE JAMES   

ACADEMY YOUNG EAGLE 

FLYING 

Oct 31 – FALL PUBLIC YOUNG         

EAGLES RALLY 

November 6-7, Blue Angels  

Homecoming Air Show 

Upcoming Events  

(CHAPTER EVENTS IN CAPS): 

MAY 2026 


