
Well, fellow pilots, here’s my first•
chance to address everyone in•
print. I thought it might be a good•
time to tell you a little about my-•
self so you know what you’ve got-•
ten yourselves into, at least for a•
year or so. Hopefully, you won’t•
be too disappointed!•

First of all, thanks for electing me!•
It’s really quite an honor, and I•
appreciate it very much. I’ll do•
everything in my power to live-up•
to your expectations of a Presi-•
dent. Your Secretary, Bob•
McGoun, told me that my job was•
actually quite simple: to inform,•
entertain, educate, and feed the•
members. Now that I’m actually•
trying to do all this, though, I’m•
finding that its harder than it looks•
and takes a lot more time than I•
ever imagined. Luckily, I’ll be re-•
tiring at the end of March, so I’ll•
have more time to devote to the•
job. The good news is that every-•
thing we do involves a lot of fun,•
and that’s really what its all about•
for me! I hope to make sure you•
have plenty of fun, too.•
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“SQUAWK 485”•

I’m an Electronics Engineer by•
trade, and a perfectionist by na-•
ture. The two go hand-in-hand, but•
it drives me nuts sometimes being•
this way.  I’m trying to recover•
from the disease, and I try not to•
let it affect others too much (but I•
don’t always succeed here, unfor-•
tunately). So, please just bear with•
me, and if you ever find me mi-•
cro-managing things, just tell me•
to back-off and take a chill pill. I•
can be trained! And if you ever•
have a problem with anything I do•
or say, please just speak-up. You•
won’t hurt my feelings, and I•
promise to listen carefully and se-•
riously consider anything you•
have to say. I’m always open to•
constructive suggestions! I ask•
only one thing here: if you do•
complain about something, please•
have a better solution to offer.•
Please don’t complain just for the•
sake of complaining, OK?•

Your other board members had a•
great idea at our first meeting:•
conduct all the business we can•
during our board meetings, and•
leave the membership meetings•
for doing fun stuff like hearing•

from guest speakers, learning•
about any and all aspects of avia-•
tion, doing plenty of hangar fly-•
ing, working on aircraft projects,•
etc. I readily agreed! That sounded•
like the way I wanted to do busi-•
ness! So we will................•

Bruce Newman...•

February 12, 2008 Meeting Agenda:•
- BUSINESS MEETING: Short!•

- GUEST SPEAKER: WWII Fighter•

Pilot Stories by 88-year-old Glen•

Wallace, author of “Wally’s War”•

- THATCHER CX-4 DEMO: Front Wing•

Rib Construction•

Guest Speaker Glen Wallace:•

Mr. Wallace kept a diary of his fighter•

missions from the USS Essex during the•

last six months of World War II. He kept•

this diary for over 50 years, when a•

friend borrowed it and transcribed it onto•

her computer. She had Glen add•

comments, then had it published.•

“Wally’s War” was born, and a movie is•

to follow. Come hear these stories in•

person Tuesday February 12th!•
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Young Eagles Nest:•
We have our first Young Eagles•
event scheduled for 8:30 AM•
Saturday March 8, 2008 at•
Ferguson’s. It looks like it’s•
shaping-up to be a big one: about•
70 kids to fly! We have seven•
pilots so far, but we need more for•
a group this large. Please call or•
email Bruce Newman if you’re•
available to fly and have not yet•
signed-up. I may have to postpone•
some kids if we don’t obtain more•
pilots, so please step-up if there’s•
any possible way you can.•

We’re hoping for good weather on•
March 8th, but we set a rain-date•
of March 15th just in case. If all•
goes according to plan, the kids•
will be scheduled in blocks of 25•
or so each hour, so they don’t all•
arrive together and have to wait.•
This should be fun, so please pass•
the word!•

Please remember that each Young•
Eagle pilot must be an EAA•
member, must hold a pilot•
certificate, must have a valid•
medical (if applicable), must be•
current in the aircraft they are•
flying, must have a current flight•
review, must have an airworthy•
aircraft, and must have passenger•
liability insurance. You must sign•
each YE registration form to this•

effect, and I trust you guys to be•
totally honest here. Please, please•
let me know if you don’t meet any•
of these qualifications. We can’t•
afford to be less than 100% legal•
in our Young Eagle activities!•

Bruce Newman, YE Chairman...•

SERFI Update:•
This will be a BIG year for•
Chapter 485 at the 2008 South•
Eastern Regional Fly-In (SERFI)!•
Our President, Bruce Newman,•
was recently elected SERFI•
Chairman for the 2008-2010•
seasons during the last SERFI•
Board meeting. This means we•
will have a bigger role than ever in•
planning and executing all SERFI•
activities and arrangements. It•
won’t be easy, but we now have a•
chance to mold SERFI into an•
even bigger and better event than•
ever. So, plan on being active in•
our planning this year, and•
certainly plan to attend SERFI on•
24-26 October 2008 (especially if•
you’ve never been before). All•
SERFI old-timers will  agree that•
its a real blast!•

Another change this year is that•
EAA has withdrawn from SERFI,•
and will no longer provide•
insurance coverage for it. We•
should be able to secure•
independent coverage, however, at•
an even more reasonable rate.•

Backlash from a $10.5 million•
settlement for a fatal Washington•
State fly-in accident in 1999•
prompted this change. The jury•
ruled that organizers had failed to•
provide adequate fire protection•
when an RV-8 pilot died in a fire•
after he crashed on the runway.•
EAA had no direct control over•
fire protection here, but had the•
“deep pockets” needed for a large•
settlement. They felt they could no•
longer afford to be liable for•
things they didn’t control directly.•

New Aviation Club:•
There’s a new aviation club in the•
area!•

The Florabama Chapter of the•
Short Wing Piper Club (SWPC)•
has been chartered. All Piper•
pilots and owners are welcome to•
join. They meet every second•
Saturday at various locations. The•
next meeting will be 02/09/2008•
@ 10 AM at Ferguson’s 82J,•
Pensacola.•

Contacts:•
Clifford Hill, President•
N3399P@Bellsouth.net•
Doug Francisco, Webmaster•
drfrancisco@cox.net•
Mike Cannon, Treasurer•
mcannon@pjc.edu•

 WWW.Florabamashortwing.org•
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2008 Calendar of Events•

EAA 485’s•

Civil Air Patrol•
February 9•

Ferguson’s, 11 AM - 4 PM•

EAA Breakfast•
February 23•

Ferguson’s, 8:30 AM•

Young Eagles Day•
March 8•

Ferguson’s, 8:30 AM•
(Rain Date March 15)•

Sun ‘n Fun•
April 8-13•

Lakeland, FL•

International Young Eagles Day•
June 14•

SERFI Fly-In•
October 24-26•
Evergreen, AL•

Annual Chapter Octoberfest•
TBD•

Blue Angel Homecoming Air•
Show•

November 7-8•
NAS Pensacola•

Chapter Christmas Party•
TBD•


